"After discussion in House it was felt best course to leave matters
to be regulated as hitherto by notification issued in 1931 terms of
which have been scrupulously observed by Government. No amend*
ment was therefore made."
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant
H. lyangar
Secretary to the Government of Bombay, H. D.
B
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Detention Camp,
March 4, '44
Sir,
In reply to a question in the Assembly, the Honourable the
Home Member is reported to have said, "The provision for the
expenses of Mr. Gandhi and those detained with him in the Aga
Khan's Palace amounted to about Rs. 550/- a month.
In my letter to you dated 26th October last I remarked as
follows: "The huge place in which I am being detained with a
big guard around me, I hold to be waste of public funds. I
should be quite content to pass my days in any prison." The
Honourable the Home Member's reply quoted above is a sharp
reminder to me that I should have followed up the remark just
referred to by me. But it is never too late to mend. I therefore
take up the question now.
The expenses on behalf of my companions and me are not
merely Rs. 5507- per month. The rent of this huge place (of
which only a portion is open to us) and the expense of main-
taining the big outer guard and an inner staff consisting of
Superintendent, Jamadar and sepoys have got to be added. And
to this a large squad of convicts from Yeravda to serve the
inmates and to look after the garden. Virtually the whole of this
expense is, from my point of view, wholly unnecessary; and
when people are dying of starvation, it is almost a crime against
Indian humanity. I ask that my companions and I be removed
to any regular prison Government may choose. In conclusion, I
cannot conceal from myself the sad thought that the whole of
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